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Fuat Akdenizli. The Role of State Universities in
Graphic Design Education in Turkey. Graphic design
education is provided in state universities, private uni-
versities and vocational schoolsin Turkey. Even though
private universities have begun to appear in the field
of education in recent years, educational quality of
state univergities is still dominant. In this study, infor-
mation about graphic design education in Turkey and
the importance of state universities in graphic design
education are given. Historical development of graphic
design departments of state universities in Turkey is
chronologically described. Their role in education is
explained and compared with private universities. To-
day, many influential graphic designers in Turkey have
graduated from these universities. Asaresult, it is seen
that state universities in Turkey are still the most pre-
ferred institutions by students despite the lack of their
technology. The current results are important because
all of them demonstrate the role of state universitiesin
graphic design education. These results also show that
designers who graduated from these universities deter-
mine general trends in contemporary Turkish graphic
design.
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@Dyam Axoenizni. Ponv Oepycagnux ynieepcumemis
y niozomoesuyi zpagpiunux ousaiinepie y Typeuuuni.
Ocsimy  epaghiunoeo  OusaiiHepa MOXMCHA — OMpu-
Mamu 8 OepiHCABHUX VHIBepCUMemax, NpueamHux
yHisepcumemax ma npogheciiinux wxonrax Typeuuunu.
Heseaorcaiouu na me, wjo npusammi ynisepcumemu no-
Yanu WEUOKO 3 SAGNAMUCA OCHAHHIMU POKAMU, AKICMb
0C8imu 0epicasHux YHigepcumemie yce we OOMIHVE.
Y 0ocnioacenni nadarno ingpopmayito npo oceimy 6 2anysi
epaghiunozo ousainy ¢ Typewuuni ma niokpecuoemvcs
sadciugicmes  0epoicagnux — yHisepcumemis — npu
ompumanui  oceimu  epagiunoco  Ousatinepa.
Xpononoeiuno onucano icmopuuHuii po3eumox kagheop
epaghiunozo ouszaiiny Odepoicasnux yHigepcumemig Ty-
peuyunu. Tlosicnioemocsi ix pons 6 oceimi, i nO0aemvcst
NOPIBHAHHA 3 npusamuumu yHigepcumemamu. Ha
Cb0200HI bacamo enauosUX cpagiynux ousaiinepis y
Typeuuuni 3axinuunu yi ynieepcumemu. Buseneno, wjo
Oepoicagni ynigepcumemu 8 Typewuuni, sx i pauiue,

Cmamms naoiviwna 0o pedaxyii 09.01.2018

€ HaubLIbW NPUBAOIUBUMU YCIMAHOBAMU, HE38ANCAIOUU
Ha 8i0cymHicmb cyyacHux mexuonociu. Ilomouni pe-
3VILIMAMU € 8AHCIUBUMU, OCKLILKU OHU OEMOHCMPY-
I0Mb  pONb  0epICABHUX  YHisepcumemis y  2anysi
epaghiunozo Ouszatiny. [lanuii ananiz niomeepogicye,
wo ouzaunepu, sKI 3aKiHYUAU Yi YHIGepcUumemu, 6u-
3HAUAIOMb 3a2AbHI MEHOEHYI CYUaACH020 MYPeybKo2o
epaghiunozo ousatiiny.

Kniouoei cnosa: epagiunuii ousaiin, epagivnuil ousaii-
Hep, ousatin, ocsima, Typeuuuna.

@yam Axdenuznu. Ponv zocyoapcmeennvix ynueep-
cumemos 6 noozomogke zpaguueckux Ou3aiiHepos
¢ Typuyuu. Obpasosanue epaguueckoeo ousaiinepa
MOJCHO NOIYYUMb 6 20CYOAPCMBEHHbIX VHUSEpCUne-
Max, YacmHulX YHUSEPCUmMemax u npoghecCuoHAIbHbIX
wxonax Typyuu. Hecmomps na mo, umo uacmmuvie
YHUBEpCUmMemyvl HAYanu CMpeMUmenbHo NOABNIAMbCS
6 nocnedHue 200bl, Kauecmeo 06pazo8anus 2ocyoap-
CMBEHHBIX YHUBEPCUMEMO8 6Ce eue OOMUHUPYem.
B oannom uccredosanuu npeocmasiena ungpopmayus
06 obpazosanuu 8 obnacmu epaguiecko2o ousalna 6
Typyuu u noo04epKUBAEmcs 8a*CHOCHb 20CYOAPCMBeEH-
HbIX VHUBEPCUMEMO8 Npu NONYYeHuu O00pa30eanus
epaguueckozo Ousaiinepd. XpoHoI02UHecKU ONUCAHO
ucmopuueckoe pazeumue Kageop epaguueckozo Ou-
3aliHa  20cy0apcmeenuvix yHugepcumemos Typyuu.
ObvscHena ux ponb 8 00paA308aHUL, NOOAEMC CPABHE-
Hue ¢ yacmuviMu ynueepcumemamu. Ha ce2o0mus muo-
eue enusmenvuvle epaguueckue ouzatinepvl 6 Typyuu
OKOHYUNU MU YHUsepcumemsl. Bviasneno, umo eocy-
oapcmeennvle yrugepcumemul 8 Typyuu, Kax u pawee,
ABNAOMCA HaubOee NPUBTIEKAMENbHLIMU YUPeHCOeHU-
AMU, HECMOMPS HA OMCYMCMBUE COBPEMEHHBIX MEXHO-
nozutl. Texywue pe3ynomamol 8ax#CHbl, NOCKOALKY OHU
0eMOHCMPUPYIOM POllb 20CYOAPCMBEHHbIX YHUBEPCU-
memog 8 obnacmu epaghuuecrkozo ousaiina. /lannulii
ananusz noomeepacoaem, Ymo Ou3alHepsl, OKOHYUBUIUE
oMU yHUSepcumemvl, onpeoeisiom oowue meHoeHyuu
COBPEMEHHO20 MYPEeYKO20 papuieckoeo OusaliHa.

Knrouegvie cnosa: cpaghuueckuii ousaiin, epaghuieckuii
ouszatinep, ousaiin, obpazoeanue, Typyust.

Background. Graphic design education is pro-
vided by vocational high schools, state universities
and private universities in Turkey. Students gradua-
ted from graphic departments of vocational high sc-
hools receive extra points at entrance examinations
of graphic design departments of state universities.
Graduates of graphic programs of vocational scho-
ols, which provide 2 years of education can continue
their study at graphic design departments of univer-
sities after they have succeeded in required exams
or begin to work professionally. Those students who
graduate from these universities after 4 years of stu-
dies can attend master and doctora degree program-
mes to become academicians. Graphic desigh educa-
tion is not only offered in fine arts faculties but also
in education faculties. But graduates of education
faculties become teachers, not graphic designers.

Thepurpose of thearticleisto consider contri-
bution of state universities in contemporary Turkish
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graphic design education, to distinguish and charac-
terize graphic design education at state universities
and private educationa establishments in historical
perspective and also in modern context.

Analysis of recent research and publica-
tions. The fine arts education appeared in Istanbul
where was the capital of the Ottoman Empire befo-
re Turkish Republic. In 1883, under the leadership
of famous Turkish painter and archaeologist Osman
Hamdi Bey, the arts education started under the name
of Sanayi-i Nefise Mektebi. [7, p. 22] Thisinstitution,
which will be transformed into Mimar Snan Uni-
versity in the future, has only three departments but
graphic design education was not given at that time.

In 1923, with the publicity of therepublic, grap-
hic design education became more academic. For the
first time in 1927 a “Poster Workshop” was estab-
lished in Mimar Sinan University. This workshop
changed its name to “Graphic Workshop” in 1965
and started to provide more contemporary graphic
education. [6, p. 37] This department was renamed
in 1979 and in 1982. Today it isknown as the Depart-
ment of Graphic Design. This department speciaizes
mainly in the field of multimedia design and adverti-
sing graphics. [6, p. 39]

Another important graphic education ingtitution
established in Istanbul is Marmara University, Fine
Arts Faculty, Graphic Department. This university
was founded on January 16, 1883 but graphic de-
sign education began in 1957. [4] This department
has been established with an approach that empha
sizes practice and has attempted to apply principles
of “Bauhaus School” in its educational program.
[8, p. 58] Since 1982, this department has been con-
tinuing to offer a four-year undergraduate program.

Gaz University was founded in Ankara, the ca-
pital of the Republic of Turkey is another important
educationd ingtitution. Gazi University was founded
in 1926 and only teachersweretrained until 2005. The
university has been training graphic designers since
2005 when its fine arts faculty was established. [3]
Another important educationa institution in Ankarais
Hacettepe University. On March 28, 1983, the Grap-
hic Department was established under the Faculty
of Fine Arts. This Graphic Section has identified the
purpose of education in synthesizing national cultural
values with a contemporary interpretation. [5]

Izmir is Turkey’s third largest city. Since 1983,
the Faculty of Fine Arts in Dokuz Eyliil University
has been providing qualified graphic design educa-
tion. [2]

Graphic design departments have also increased
dueto theincreasein the number of state universities.
Today in Turkey there are 112 state universities and
62 private universities [9] and many of them have
Department of Graphic Design in Fine Art Faculty.

Founded in 1984 in Ankara Bilkent Univer-
sity is the first private university in Turkey. Then,
Baskent University was established in Ankara in
1994 and Yeditepe University in Istanbul in 1996.
[1, p. 72] Many of them have Fine Arts Faculties
and Graphic Design Departments. In recent years,
Visua Communication Design Departments have
been established under the Faculties of Communica-
tion. These departments also provide graphic design
education. If you look at the curriculum, it is seen
that these institutions concentrate on motion graph-
ics and editing rather than desktop publishing. In this
context, their graphic design education programmes
are controversy.

Graphic design education at al departmentsin
Turkey lasts for 4 years. In the first year of educa-
tion, Basic Design programme is dominant. In the
second year of training in many universities, students
are introduced to the field of graphic design such as
Graphic Design Studio, Printmaking, etc. Inthe third
year of educational program, which isdightly differs
from institution to institution, basic lessons of grap-
hic design field include typography, desktop publis-
hing, illustration, advertisement graphic etc. Gradu-
ate students take such specialized courses of graphic
design as web design, animation and prepare their
final project. In the last two years, there is a wide
list of selective courses where students can also take
courses from different departments.

A student graduated from the Department of
Graphic Design can work as a graphic designer and
art director in advertising agencies, government and
promotion units of various companies. Students who
completed their graduate school and doctoral prog-
ramme can be academicians after passing necessary
exams.

State universities and private universities have
some dramatic differencesin terms of graphic design
education. Thelist is presented below:

1. The complexity and downess of procurement
processes in government agencies make technol ogy
follow-up difficult. At the private university, the pur-
chasing process is done very fast, so it is easier for
graphic design students to follow new technologies.

2. Education at state universitiesis free. Educa
tion at private universities has afee, and this fee may
increase over the year by year.

3. Instateuniversities, Special Ability Examina-
tions for selecting students to graphic design depart-
ments are more difficult. It is expected that students
will have more than one exam to succeed. Special
Ability Examinations are not the only determinant
because private universities offer paid education.

4. The academic promotion of taff in state
universities depends more on the procedure. Private
universities distribute their staffs themselves. In this
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Fig.3. Dokuz Eyliil University Faculty Fig.4. A studio of Department
of Fine Arts Department of Graphic Design of Graphic Design in Hacettepe University

Fig. 6. 22nd International Grafist event in Mimar Sinan
University in Istanbul Photo:Sinem Uggiil

Fig. 7. A Turkish graphic design
student in the lllustration lesson
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context, it takes more time to promotion as an acade-
mician in state universities.

5. The quotasfor graduate and doctoral students
in graphic design programs in state universities are
limited. It is difficult to win these quotas and students
are expected to conduct qualified secientific researc-
hes. Private universities usually have no quota limit.

Conclusions. In Turkey graphic design educa-
tion in state universitiesis still preffered by students
more than private universities. The first reason is
educational benefit of established universities. Some
of today’s successful designers graduated from these
universities and established universities and emplo-
yers accept them as references.

State universities choose from the most tal ented
candidates. It is the fact that more qualified candida-
tes positively affect the quality of education.

In spite of old technological equipment, impor-
tant national and international graphic design activi-
ties are held by state universities. These events aso
make it easier for graphic design students to interact
with the world.

The fact that candidate students do not pay fees
to state universities is another reason. Special scho-
larships are available in private universities but it is
difficult to win these scholarships.

If you apply for a job graduation certificates
from graphic design departments of state universiti-
es still provide a significant advantage in the labour
market. Employers prefer students who have gradua-
ted from well-established universities.

Students graduated from state universities are
advantageous at labour market and they are trend-
setters of contemporary Turkish graphic design.
Communication between alumnies, professiona or-
ganizations established by graduates and employers
directly affect graphic design trends in Turkey. To-
day, many graphic designers who have an effect on
Turkish graphic design are graduated from state uni-
versities. Inthiscontext, it ispossibleto say that state
universities in Turkey are the guiding institutions of
Turkish graphic design trends.
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